THE   SPIRIT' OF  TRUTH
In Scandinavian legend, Loki, the Evil One, is stupidity ; for the word comes from "locked," and is the same as "religion.'* He has locked up his mind. " You may bray a fool in the mortar, yet will his folly not depart from him."
" Against stupidity the Gods themselves fight in vain," as Euripides says. For stupidity is very cunning, very determined, and very self-righteous. "There is no absolutely fatal person but the dunce," as Carlyle said.
The evolution of the World Soul is towards greater wisdom ; the intention is already almost perfect, for that has been in the world from the beginning; naturally all mean well ; not till religion or law gets hold of you do you mean ill. There is very little more to be done in this direction. But wisdom grows slowly and has many drawbacks. It has hardly advanced for two thousand years except in material matters.
It seems to me that hardly any of the teaching or Jesus is difficult. It is in the main just perfect common sense. It is what I have heard from the wisest men I have met, who did not, however, know that Jesus agreed with them, and said the same thing better. The world is not such a fool as it seems. For, remember, the Pharisees have never converted the world to their ideas. They have only imposed themselves on the world. .Their Pharisaism hangs